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PREFACE. 

THIS  Sermon  was  preached  in  the  parish  Churches 
of  Bray  and  Powerscourt,  in  consequence  of  a  Sermon 
preached  in  a  neighbouring  Chapel,  on  the  preceding 
Sabbath.  The  professed  object  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Clergyman's  discourse  was  to  collect  a  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  enlarging 
and  ornamenting  the  Chapel ;  but  it  was  announced 
beforehand  that  the  subject  of  miracles  was  to  be 
selected,  and  the  facts  of  the  late  ail  edged  cases 
stated,  with  the  openly  declared  design  of  removing 
Protestant  prejudices.  Placards  to  that  effect  were 
unsparingly  posted  throughout  the  whole  country, 
and  through  many  of  the  principal  streets  of  the  Me- 
tropolis. The  author  of  the  present  discourse  consi- 
dered this  proceeding  as  a  challenge  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  therefore  thought  it  his  duty 
to  put  forward  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  Scripture 
doctrine  of  miracles,  in  opposition  to  the  boasting, 
and,  as  appeared  to  him,  false  pretensions  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  and  in  the  course  he  adopted,  he 
was  happy  to  have  the  sanction  of  many  friends, 
whose  moderation  and  discretion  gave  peculiar 
weight  to  their  opinion. 

The  Author,  though  unwilling  to  put  himself  for- 
ward publicly  in  controversy,  would  probably  have 
immediately  printed  his  Sermon,  for  the  private  use 
of  his  own  flock,  and  of  others  who  wished  to  be  fur- 
nished with  arguments  against  sentiments  that  were 
frequently  pressed  upon  them  ;  but  an  engagement 
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long  before  entered  into,  took  him  from  home,  and 
prevented  him  from  being  able  to  prepare  it  at  once 
for  the  press.  It  appears  now  at  a  disadvantage, 
arising,  from  what  the  Author  cannot  at  all  regret, 
the  public  mind  having  been  in  the  mean  time  in- 
formed, and  almost  satisfied  upon  the  subject.  The 
surprise  of  Protestants  appears  to  have  subsided,  and 
the  Roman  Catholics  themselves  seem  to  have  taken 
warning  from  the  reception  which  their  bold  attempt 
met  with,  and  to  have  suspended  unexpectedly  the 
working  and  publication  of  their  miracles. 

But  a  pamphlet  has  lately  been  published,  attributed 
to  a  Bishop  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  which 
its  author  gravely  asserts,  that  the  cures  lately  per- 
formed, resemble  many  of  those  wrought  by  our  Re- 
deemer, or  his  followers ;  and  in  which  he  classes 
those,  who  doubt  the  miraculous  nature  of  the  cures 
now  announced,  with  those  who  denied  the  miracles 
of  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  or  ascribed  them  to  the 
agency  of  the  evil  spirit.  It  may  not,  then,  though 
late,  be  quite  unseasonable  to  offer  to  the  public,  a 
Sermon,  one  object  of  which  is  to  show  the  great 
difference  of  character  that  exists  between  the  cures 
now  alledged,  and  the  miracles  on  which  our  Chris- 
tian faith  is  built.  The  Author  is  sensible  that  much 
more  might  have  been  said,  and  many  more  and 
stronger  authorities  produced,  but  the  short  limit  of  a 
week,  interrupted  by  much  parochial  duty,  and  the 
confined  means  of  a  small  private  library,  were  una- 
voidable obstacles  to  a  more  complete  investigation 
of  the  subject. 
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1    THESS.    V.     21. 

"  Prove  all  things*  holdfast  that  which  is  good." 

THESE  appear  to  me,  my  Brethren,  to  be  very  peculiar 
times,  which  demand  from  every  thinking"  man  an  espe- 
cial measure  of  seriousness  and  consideration,  and  call 
upon  the  Ministers  of  religion  for  exertions  out  of  the 
ordinary  course. 

It  might  be  thought  at  first,  that,  in  this  assertion,  I 
had  respect  to  the  political  state  of  this  country,  or  of  the 
world  in  general.  But  with  the  political  state  of  things, 
I  conceive  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  should,  in  such  a 
place  as  this,  have  nothing  to  do :  and  indeed,  in  any 
place,  should  be  as  little  as  possible  involved  in  that 
scene  of  contention.  Political  science  has  its  own  vota- 
ries ;  and,  whenever  a  Minister  of  religion  voluntarily 
mixes  himself  in  the  vortex  of  political  agitation,  he 
follows  one  of  those  pursuits  which  he  has  sworn  to 
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renounce  ;  and  he  not  only  diverts  his  attention  from  his 
peculiar  calling,  where  it  is  wholly  wanting,  but  he  puts 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  efficient  and  profitable  dis- 
charge of  it. 

It  is  not  therefore  with  any  view  to  the  political  aspect 
of  the  world,  or  of  this  country,  that  I  say  these  are 
very  peculiar  times,  but  looking  solely  to  their  present 
religious  state. 

There  are  now  presented  to  our  notice  phenomena, 
which  are  quite  new,  and  seem  to  indicate  some  great 
approaching  convulsion.  There  has  suddenly  come 
upon  us  a  season  of  religious  activity  and  exertion,  to 
which  we  were  some  years  ago  quite  strangers.  At  the 
time  of  the  Reformation,  and  for  a  long  subsequent 
period,  the  excitement  to  which  it  gave  birth,  seemed  to 
have  continued  among  Christians  of  every  denomination: 
but,  during  a  long  succeeding  space,  the  Christian  world 
appears  to  have  almost  fallen  asleep,  or  to  have  sunk  into 
a  mere  lifeless  form.  Only  here  and  there  was  the  sound 
of  the  faithful  watchman  heard,  and  the  light  of  truth 
displayed  in  the  midst  of  the  general  darkness  of  a  long 
night.  But  of  late  there  has  been  an  awakening  from 
sleep.  Christians  of  every  denomination  in  the  reformed 
Church  have  joined  together,  for  the  purpose  of  dissemi- 
nating the  great  source  of  true  reformation — the  word  of 
life,  the  word  of  God.  There  appears  to  have  been 
amongst  them  and  upon  them,  an  evident  outpouring  of 
God's  holy  Spirit ;  a  visible  revival  of  the  doctrines  and 
practice,  the  faith  and  the  principles  of  ancient  and 
better  times.  With  a  few  honorable  exceptions,  the 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  seem  to  have 
possessed  the  power  of  sleeping  in  undisturbed  repose,  in 
the  midst  of  general  activity,  as  if  both  their  eyes,  and 
their  ears  had  been  closed  to  what  the  Lord  was  doing  in 
the  Christian  world.  But  even  their  sleep,  sound  as  it 


was,  has  been  broken,  and  at  length  becoming;  sensible, 
that  it  never  could  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  their 
Church,  to  lie  slumbering  whilst  all  the  rest  of  the  world 
were  busily  employed,  they  too  have  entered  upon  the 
field  of  action.  They  have  come  forward  with  every 
exertion  which  they  thought  likely  to  uphold  their 
Church,  and  keep  her  interests  at  least  on  a  level  with 
neighbouring  Churches. 

And  that  there  should  be  now  this  anxious  enquiry 
upon  the  subject  of  religion,  and  this  revived  earnest- 
ness, instead  of  that  dead  and  lifeless  state  in  which  the 
whole  world  lay  for  along  time,  must,  upon  the  whole,  be 
a  subject  of  gratification  and  hope  to  every  lover  of  truth. 
Let  enquiry  be  conducted  only  with  good  temper  and 
candour — Let  the  persons  concerned  in  it,  be  but  actuated 
with  a  love  for  truth,  rather  than  a  desire  for  victory, — 
Let  them  pray  and  strive  for  a  spirit  of  love  to  those 
whom  they  think  in  error,  and  of  forbearance  towards 
those  whom  they  accuse  of  treating  them  harshly — not 
rendering  railing  for  railing,  nor  evil  for  evil,  but  contra- 
riwise blessing,  and  then  we  may  rest  assured  that  good 
will  come,  must  come,  from  the  agitation  of  the  question. 
The  more  enquiry  is  abroad,  the  more  surely  will  the 
cause  of  truth  come  off  triumphant ;  and  this  is  the  only 
victory  we  should  desire,  the  victory  of  truth,  that  if  we 
are  wrong  we  may  be  brought  right,  and  led  at  last  to 
rest  in  what  is  God's  truth,  and  join  ourselves  to  what- 
ever Church  is  most  acpording  to  his  will  and  word. 

In  this  spirit  I  desire  to  carry  on  the  discussion  which 
I  have  undertaken  this  day  ;  when  I  would  humbly 
endeavour,  by  the  light  of  divine  truth,  to  consider  how 
far  the  miracles,  for  which  the  Church  of  Rome  takes 
credit  to  herself,  are  to  be  considered  as  at  all  sanctionin  ••• 
those  exclusive  claims  which  she  so  boldly  puts  forward. 
And  this  leads  us  to  the  question,  now  at  ksue  between  u  . 
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whether  miracles,  and  especially  such  miracles,  as  have 
been  lately  alledged  by  the  church  of  Rome,  do  in  any 
way  prove  God  to  be  with  her,  and  so  sanction  her  in 
the  course  she  is  pursuing,  in  withholding  the  Scriptures 
from  tile  people  and  teaching  things  not  only  not  found 
in  them,  but  contrary  to  them. 

This  will  naturally  lead  us  to  consider, 

1st.  The  doctrine  of  Miracles  in  general,  and  then  the 
particular  Miracles  now  alledged. 

And  first,  I  would  lay  down  this  position  concerning 
miracles  in  general ;  that  they  are  never  used,  as  far  as 
sacred  history  informs  us,  to  confirm  the  truth  of  any  re- 
vealed doctrine,  to  a  .church,  which  has  long  enjoyed 
ihe  revelation  in  which  that  doctrine  is  contained. 

At  the  first  promulgating  a  revelation,  as  at  the 
giving  the  law  at  Mount  Sinai,  and  the  first  preaching 
of  the  Gospel,  the  dispensation  has  ever  been  introduced 
by  miracles,  which  were  to  confirm  its  truth  and  give  au- 
thority to  all  that  it  contained.  To  those,  who  upon 
the  testimony  of  these  first  miracles,  believed  the  re- 
cord, there  could  be  no  need  of  further  miracles  for  that 
purpose ;  therefore,  a  scriptural  church,  receiving  the 
Scriptures  as  they  are  indeed,  not  the  word  of  man,  but 
of  God.  has  no  need  of  miracles  for  the  confirmation  of 
her  belief  in  the  truths  contained  in  those  Scriptures, 

The  confirmation  and  strengthening  of  the  faith  of  in- 
dividuals in  the  church  is  carried  on,  not  by  miracles,  but 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  taking  the  things  of  Jesus  out  of  the 
word  and  applying  (hem  to  the  heart.  Every  believer 
has  the  witness  in  himself  as  strong,  as  by  the  evi- 
dence of  miracles  ;  he  has  the  Spirit  bearing  witness 
with  his  spirit,  that  he  is  a  child  of  God. 

Many  texts  of  Scripture  may  be  adduced  to  prove  this 
position  ;  as  in  Luke  xvi.  23,  &c.  where  the  wretched 


rich  man  in  the  Gospel,  having  lift  up  his  eyes  in  Hell, 
being  in  torments,  and  in  vain  asked  for  a  cup  of  water 
to  cool  his  tongue,  prays  Abraham  to  send  Lazarus  to  his 
brethren,  to  warn  them  not  to  come  into  that  place  of 
torment,  saying,  "  if  one  went  to  them  from  the  dead 
they  will  repent"  Such  a  miracle,  he  thought,  would 
surely  arrest  their  attention,  and  lead  them  to  believe  and 
attend  to  that  word  which  they  had,  but  which  they  ne- 
glected. But  he  answered,  "  if  they  believe  not  Moses 
and  the  prophets ,  neither  will  they  be  persuaded 
though  one  rose  from  the  dead." 

The  written  word  of  God,  which  they  possessed,  had 
been  sufficiently  confirmed  by  miracles,  which  they  ac- 
knowledged, and  the  Lord  would  not  throw  away  upon 
them  any  more  signs. 

There  is  in  1  Cor.  xiv.  22,  a  passage  strongly  bearing 
upon  this  point ;  where  the  Apostle  declares  the  su- 
periority of  the  gift  of  Prophecy,  or  instruction  out  of 
God's  word,  over  the  miraculous  gift  of  tongues. 
Tongues  are  for  a  sign  not  to  them  that  believe,  but 
to  them  that  believe  not ;  but  prophesying  serveth  not 
for  them  that  believe  not,  but  for  them  that  believe. 
By  prophesying,  all  commentators,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  agree  is  meant,  teaching  the  doctrines  of  re- 
ligion according  to  God's  word.  Tfhat  a  lesson  is  here 
given  to  the  ministers  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  that 
if  they  wish  to  profit  their  own  people,  and  build  them  up 
in  God's  holy  faith,  it  is  not  to  be  done  by  miracles,  but  by 
preaching  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel;  and  there  is  a  very 
remarkable  comment  upon  this  text  of  Scripture,  by  an 
ancient  father,  whom  all  the  learned  highly  value,  but 
against  whom  the  Church  of  Rome  especially  can  make 
no  objection,  I  mean  St.  Jerome.  "  Here  (saith  he)  is  shewn 
that  as  faith  encreases,  signs  and  miracles  cease  ;  because 
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it  is  said  that  they  are  given  for  the  sake  of  those  that  be- 
lieve not ;  greater  therefore  and  more  useful  is  prophecy, 
which  profits  the  believers,  and  is  always  of  use."— And 
there  is  in  tlie  same  author,  a  very  remarkable  version  of 
a  preceding  verse.  What  in  our  translation  is,  "  Be  not 
children  in  understanding,"  and  in  the  Doway  Bible 
is,  "  Do  not  become  children  in  sense,  he  translates,  be 
not  children,  to  be  affected  by  your  senses,'"  and  his 
comment  is,  "  you  ought  to  know,  how  long  tongues  are 
about  to  last,  and  why  they  are  given.'* 

If  then,  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass,  and  other  Romish 
doctrines,  be  scriptural,  they  require  not  a  miracle  to 
prove  them,  the  gift  of  prophecy  or  preaching  suffices; 
and  if  they  are  to  be  found  in  Moses,  and  the  Prophets, 
and  the  Apostles,  those  that  reject  them,  would  not  be- 
lieve, though  one  should  rise  from  the  dead. 

I  might  here  justly  claim  a  right  to  rest  my  argument, 
in  proof  of  this  position,  upon  the  plain  language  of 
Scripture  ;  but,  as  I  wish  not  so  much  to  silence  rny  ad- 
versary as  to  convince  the  gainsayers,  I  shall,  for  their 
satisfaction,  quote  some  very  striking  passages  from  some 
of  the  ancient  fathers,  who  speak  very  plainly  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question. 

I  would  first  direct  your  attention  to  a  passage  of  St. 
Augustine,  on  the  cure  of  the  two  blind  men  sitting  by 
the  way  side,  Mat,  xx* 

"  These  things,  therefore,  the  Lord  did,  to  invite  men 
"  to  faith.  This  faith  now  glows  in  the  church,  diffused 
"  through  the  whole  world  ;  and  now  he  performs  greater 
"  cures  on  account  of  which  he  did  not  disdain  to  exhibit 
"  those  lesser  ones.  For  as  the  soul  is  better  than  the 
"  body,  so  is  the  health  of  the  soul  better  than  the  health 
"  of  the  body;  now  blind  flesh  does  not  open  its  eyes  at 
"  (he  miracle  of  the  Lord,  but  the  blind  heart  does  open 
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vi  its  eyes  at  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Now  the  mortal  onr- 
•:  ease  does  not  rise,  but  the  soul  rises,  which  lay  dead  in 
•;  the  living1  carcase.  Now  the  deaf  ears  of  the  body  are 
"  not  opened,  but  how  many  have  the  ears  of  their  hearts 
i;  shut,  which  however  when  the  word  of  the  Lord  pene- 
"  t rates  them,  become  open,  so  that  they  believe,  who  did 
k<  not  believe, and  they  live  well,  who  did  not  live  well, and 
"  they  obey,  who  had  not  obeyed — and  we  wonder  when 
•;  we  hear  of  tho.se,  whom  some  time  before  we  knew  to 
"  be  hardened.  Therefore,  our  whole  business,  Brethren, 
i;  in  this  life,  is  to  heal  the  eye  of  the  heart,  through  which 
"  God  may  be  known.  For  this  purpose  the  holy  mys- 
"  teries  are  celebrated;  for  this  the  word  of  God  is 
"  preached.''  (Vid.  Appendix,  No.  1.) 

You  shall  hear  the  same  sentiments  from  St.  Chrysos- 
tom :  "  Why  then  may  we  say,  are  not  wonders  now 
"  wrought?  Give  me  your  diligent  attention.  I  hear  this 
"  question  continually  asked.  Why  did  all  who  were  bap- 
"  tized  at  that  time  speak  with  tongues,  but  now  it  is  no 
"  longer  so  ?  Why  is  this  grace  taken  away  from  men 
"  now  ?  Not  that  God  stamps  us  with  disgrace,  but  greatly 
"  honours  us.  How  ?  I  will  tell  you  :  Men  were  more 
"  foolish  then,  and  with  more  difficulty  withdrawn  from 
"  their  idols;  and  their  more  heavy  and  stupid  minds  were 
"  intent  upon  corporeal  things,  and  they  as  yet  had  no 
"  idea  of  incorporeal  gifts,  nor  did  they  understand  what 
"  a  gift  was,  that  was  only  to  be  perceived  by  faith  ;  on 
"  that  account  signs  were  given,  for  of  spiritual  gifts  some 
"  are  invisible,  and  are  only  apprehended  by  faith  ;  but 
"  others  present  some  sensible  sign  for  the  furtherance 

"  of  faith  ia  unbelievers, Therefore  I  need  not 

"signs:  Why?  because  I  have  learned  to  believe  the 
<c  Lord  without  the  bribe  of  a  miracle ;  for  he  who  is 
"  unbelieving  needs  a  token  ;  but  1  as  a  believer  need  not 
-"  a  token.  But  although  I  speak  not  with  tongues,  I 
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44  know  that  I  am  purged  from  my  sins.  But  they  did 
44  not  then  believe  unless  they  received  a  sign.  Therefore 
44  the  signs  were  given  to  them  as  a  sort  of  token  of  the 
"  faith  which  they  believed  ;  so  that  signs  were  given  to 
"  them  not  as  believers  but  as  unbelievers,  to  make  them 
44  believers.  80  also  Paul  saith,  signs  are  not  for  those 
44  who  believe,  but  for  those  who  believe  not." — (Appen- 
"  dix,  No.  2.) 

Again ;  "  You  should  not,  therefore,  because  miracles 
"  are  not  wrought  wow,  draw  the  conclusion  that  they 
4<  were  not  wrought  then  : — But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
"  you  seek  miracles,  you  shall  see  miracles  now  also, 
46  although  not  of  the  same  sort — innumerable  predictions 
44  of  innumerable  things  fulfilled  ;  the  world  converted, — 
44  Barbarians  civilized, — savage  manners  changed, — piety 
44  extended."  (Appendix,  No.  3.) 

44  Why  are  there  not  now  (y°u  would  say)  persons  to 
44  raise  the  dead,  and  to  perform  cures  ?  I  do  not  tell  you 
44  why ;  but  why  are  there  not  now  persons  to  despise  the 
44  present  life  ?  Why  do  we  serve  God  for  mercenary 
"ends?  When  human  nature  laboured  under  greater 
44  weakness ;  when  it  was  required  that  the  faith  should 
"  be  planted,  th^re  were  many  such  ;  but  now,  he  does 
4'  not  wish  us  to  depend  on  these  miracles,  but  io  be 
44  ready  for  death."  (Appendix,  No.  4.) 

If  it  was  not  through  fear  of  being  tedious,  many  more 
passages  from  the  ancient  fathers  might  be  produced, 
shewing  plainly  their  sentiments,  that  a  scriptural 
Church  after  it  has  been  established,  does  not  want  mira- 
cles to  confirm  her  in  the  truth  of  Scripture  doctrine. 

But  there  is  another  state  of  things  in  which  miracles 
may  be  alledged,  which  more  nearly  resembles  the  case 
of  the  church  of  Rome  ; — that  is,  where  a  church  is  de- 
parting from  the  Scriptures,  either  neglects  them  and 
teaches  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men,  or 


fpiiche.s,  as  we  maintain  (he  Church  of  Rome  does,  doc- 
trines contrary  to  the  Scriptures.— Then  4he  question 
is,  \vill  any  alledged  miracles  justify  her  in  such  conduct? 

It  is  necessary  here  to  remark,  as  has  been  stated  by  a 
recent  preacher  on  the  Roman  Catholic  side  of  the 
question,  that  the  great  dispute  between  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics and  Protestants  for  some  time  past,  has  been, 
nbout  the  propriety  of  putting  the  Scriptures  into  the 
hands  of  the  people.  Protestants  believe,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  that  word  itself,  that  it  is  able  to  make  men 
wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus. 
They  believe,  that  according  to  God's  promise,  his 
word  shall  not  return  unto  him  void.  They  think 
then,  that  it  is  the  right  of  every  man  to  do,  as  the 
Bereans  of  old  were  commended  for  doing,  namely, 
to  bring  the  instructions  they  receive  to  the  test  of 
the  inspired  word,  and  search  the  Scriptures  daily* 
whether  the  things  which  they  are  taught,  are  so  or 
not; — To  do  as  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch  did,  read  the 
Prophets  or  the  Apostles,  and  receive  the  assistance  of 
their  ministers,  with  their  Bibles  in  their  hands. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
trary to  the  practice  of  the  primitive  Church,  and  to  the 
express  language  of  the  early  fathers,  deny  to  the  people 
the  use  of  the  word  of  God,  They  know  that,  in  process* 
of  time,  there  have  grown  up  in  their  Church,  practices 
and  doctrines,  not  only  not  to  be  found  in  the  sacred 
page,  but  directly  in  opposition  to  the  revQaied  word ;  and 
therefore  they  must  either  acknowledge  themselves  to  be 
wrong  in  so  doing,  and  express  their  willingness  to  re- 
trace  their  steps,  or  must  pretend  to  an  authority  superior 
to  the  Scriptures,  by  which  they  can  either  explain  away 
ils  language,  or  justify  their  neglect  of  it:  an  authority,  of 
vhich  we  in  vain  demand  a  proof:  or  indeed,  in  vain  ask 
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where  it  resides.  Like  (he  Jews  of  old,  Ihey  make  void 
by  their  tradition,  the  word  of  God  ;  which  being  no 
longer  allowed  to  be  the  light  of  men's  feet  and  the 
lanthern  to  their  paths,  is  with  sufficient  consistency, 
made  a  sealed  and  hidden  book.  In  order  to  supply,  in 
the  face  of  the  world,  this  great  deficiency,  and  to  make 
the  people  satisfied  under  this  great  deprivation,  which 
does  lamentably  degrade  the  Roman  Catholic,  below  the 
level  of  his  Protestant  neighbour,  the  church  has  had 
recourse  to  the  prop  and  support  of  miracles  !  She  has 
shewn  herself  determined  to  persuade  the  people,  that  if 
they  are  spiritually  poor  in  being  without  God's  word, 
they  are  still  very  rich  in  this,  that  their  church  possesses 
the  power  of  working  miracles  ;  and  the  question  is  this, 
will  miracles  justify  that  church,  either  in  the  eyes  of  her 
own  members, or  of  those  that  are  without,  in  their  depart- 
ing from  the  written  word  ?  If  the  Church  of  Rome  is 
scriptural  in  her  tenets,  let  her  appeal  to  the  Scriptures, 
and  stand  or  fall  by  these  words  which  we  are  told  shall 
judge  her  at  the  last  day:  but  if  she  is  convicted  of  being 
unscriptural  or  anti-scriptural,  then  the  question  is,  will 
miracles,  and  especially,  such  miracles  as  she  has  brought 
forward,  prove  her  to  have  a  commission  from  Heaven, 
for  promulgating  such  doctrines  ? 

I  would  lay  down  this  2nd  position,  that  no  miracle 
can  prove  the  truth  of  a  doctrine  different  from,  or 
opposed  to  those  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  written  word 
of  God. 

The  Scriptures  are  themselves  testified  to,  by  niiracles 
and  signs  and  wonders  ;  therefore  before  \ve  can  be  in- 
duced to  lay  them  aside,  or  concede  any  truth  to  be 
found  in  them,  we  must  be  offered  something  that  shall 
supercede  the  miracles,  and  all  the  authority,  on  which 
ttye  Scriptures  were  originally  received.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  when  our  Lord  came  to  introduce  a  new  dis- 
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pensation,  which  required  tlu  sanction  of  miracles,  as  h« 
found  the  Scripture  in  the  church,  he  never  set  aside 
one  word  of  that  Scripture.  He  did  not  throw  the 
weight  of  his  miracles  to  destroy  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  which  were  sanctioned  by  all  the  miracles  of 
the  old  and  new  testament ;  he  did  not  by  his  miracles  es- 
tablish doctrines  in  opposition  to  those  sanctioned  by 
other  miracles  ;  he  came  not  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil,  and 
at  the  very  same  time  that  he  appealed  to  John,  as  bearing 
witness  of  him,  and  to  the  works  that  he  did  as  testifying 
of  him,  with  the  very  same  breath  he  said,  *  Search  the 
Scriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  lifef 
and  they  test iff/  of  me.  Thereby  teaching  us,  that 
whilst  miracles,  in  their  right  place  and  time,  and  coming 
from  a  proper  source,  have  their  due  value,  yet  they  are 
never  to  be  set  against  that  inspired  word,  which  has 
come  from  that  God  whoiloeth  wonders,  and  which,  we 
are  told,  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever. 

We  find  many  portions  of  Scripture,  plainly  asserting: 
this  position  ;  as  when  St.  Paul  says,  (Gal.  i.  8.)  Though 
tee ,  (who  have  worked  so  many  miracles,)  or  though  an 
Angel  from  Heaven,  (whose  appearance  would  be  so 
miraculous  and  wonderful,)  should  preach  any  other 
Gospel  than  that  ice  have  preached  Krtfo  you,  let  him 
be  accursed.  So  that,  if  now*  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  should  do,  what  would  .exceed  every  thing  that 
she  has  ever  pretended  to,  in  the  way  of  the  marvellous, 
and  present  in  thtf  face  of  the  world,  an  Angel  preaching 
in  her  Chapels,  and  declaring  her  to  be  the  trtfe  Church; 
and  that  all  her  deviations  from  Scripture,  were  im- 
provements, and  also  her  additions  to  Scripture,  were 
amendments,  still  ought  we  to  hold  fast  the  Gospel  de- 

•  It  i.s  highly  worthy  of  remark,  that  whilst  some  persons  have  en- 
deavoured to  shew  that  the  original  ia  this  place  should  be  translated,  Ye 
seaix-h  the  Scrip; u  -e^,  the  Roman  Catholic  .yitriiiMi  as  \vdl  aa  aur  OT/H,  ha» 
it,  Swck  if.s  &,-rl?t:iftS4 
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livered  to  us,  and  consider  him  who  delivered  another, 
accursed. 

There  is  a  passage  in  Dent.  xiii.  most  applicable  to 
the  point  in  hand  :  If  there  arise  among  you,  a 
prophet,  or  a  dreamer  of  dreams,  and  giveth  thee  a 
sign  or  a  wonder,  and  the  sign  or  the  wonder  come  to 
pass,  whereof  he  spake  unto  thee,  saying,  let  us  go 
after  other  gods  which  thou  hast  not  known,  and  let 
us  serve  them  :  Thou  shall  not  hearken  unto  the 
words  of  that  prophet,  or  that  dreamer  of  dreams, 
for  the  Lord  your  God  moveth  you,  to  try  whether 
you  love  the  Lord  your  God,  with  all  your  heart,  and 
with  all  your  soul.  Here  is  a  case  much  stronger  than 
any  at  present  pretended  by  the  Church  of  Rome — a 
sign  and  a  wonder  announced  before  hand,  and  it  come 
to  pass — yet  we  are  not  to  follow  the  prophet,  if  the 
object  of  his  sign  be,  to  lead  us  from  what  God  has 
revealed  of  himself.  We  are  told  distinctly,  why  these 
things  are  permitted  ; — it  is  to  try  our  faith. 

How  strictly  in  unison  with  these  sentiments*  is  the 
language  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  viii.  19.  And  when 
they  shall  say  unto  you;  seek  unto  them  that  have 
familiar  spirits,  to  them  that  peep  and  that  mutter. 
Should  not  a  people  seek  unto  their  God?  should  they 
seek  for  the  living  to  the  dead  ?  To  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony  ;  if  they  speak  not  according  to  this  word  it 
is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them.  Very  remarkable  is 
the  comment  of  St.  Jerome  on  this  passage.  "  He  brings 
"  his  disciples  rather  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony  :  if," 
saith  he,  "  you  doubt  about  any  thing,  know  what  is 
"  written  ;  The  nation  whom  your  God  will  destroy 
"  before  your  face,  hears  dreams  and  diviners,  but  the 
**  Lord  your  God  haih  not  so  left  you,  A  prophet  will 
"  the  Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  yon  from  among  your 
"brethren,  like  unto  me,  him  shall  ye  hear  j  Therefore  if 
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••  ye  want  to  know  doubtful  things,  rather  <ro  to  tiro  law 
««  and  the  testimony;  but  if  yonr  congregation  shall  be 
"  unwilling:  to  seek  the  word  of  the  Lord,  it  shall  not 
"  have  the  light  of  truth,  but  shall  bo  in  error  and  in 
"  darkness."  Happy  would  it  be  if  Roman  Catholic 
congregations  would  receive  a  lesson  from  one,  whose 
name  is  greatly  esteemed  in  their  church,  but  whose 
doctrine  as  well  as  that  of  the  Bible,  is  sadly  neglected. 

If  the  Roman  Catholic  church  should  insist  that  we  are 
bound  to  believe  her,  on  account  of  her  miracles,  and  to 
take  the  truth  of  her  doctrine,  upon  that  authority, 
against  the  Scripture,  she  would  be  establishing  a  princi- 
ple which  would  lead  to  consequences  that  she  herself 
would  condemn.  All  who  read  the  scriptures,  know- 
that  it  is  foretold,  Rev.  xiii.  13,  "  That  there  shall  be 
revealed  some  wicked  power  which  shall  do  great 
wonders,  so  that  he  shall  make  fire  come  down  front, 
heaven  in  the  sight  of  men*  (a  greater  miracle  than  any 
the  Church  of  Rome  has  ever  done)  and  will  deceive 
them  that  dwell  upon  the  earthly  means  of  those 
miracles  which  she  had  power  to  do  in  the  sight  of 
the  beast.  Now  if  it  is  right  in  principle  to  bo  influenced 
by  miracles,  or  by  alledged  miracles,  to  believe  a  Church 
without  considering  whether  her  doctrines  are  agreeable 
to  Scripture  truth,  we  should  on  the  same  principle  be 
obliged  to  receive  these  miracles,  which  the  Scripture 
assures  us,  the  world  shall  see  come  from  a  power  or 
a  Church,  in  opposition  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 

In  confirmation  of  the  position,  that  we  are  not  to  be 
led  from  Scripture,  by  miracles,  we  can  give  unequivocal 
testimony,  from  the  ancient  fathers,  and  from  several  of 
the  most  distinguished  authors,  even  of  the  Romish 
Church  ;  and  I  would  quote  to  you  first,  a  passage  from 
St.  Augustin  •  «•  But  for  as  much  as  he  hath  said,  that 
"  fake  prophets  shall  do  many  signs  and  wonders,  so  as  to 
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"  deceive,  if  it  were  possible,  even  tha  very  elect ;"  he 
"  therefore  admonished  us,  that  we  should  understand, 
44  that  even  wicked  men  may  do  some  miracles,  such  as 
44  holy  men  cannot  do.  Nor  are  they,  however,  on  that 
44  account,  to  be  considered  as  in  higher  honor  with  God. 
""  For  the  magicians  in  Egypt  were  not  more  acceptable 
44  to  God,  than  the  people  of  Israel,  because  they  could 
44  do  what  the  people  could  not. — Wherefore  the  Lord 
44  forbids  his  Disciples  to  rejoice  in  these  things,  when 
44  he  saith,  4  rejoice  not  in  this,  that  the  devils  are  subject 
"  to  you,  but  rejoice  in  this,  that  your  names  are  written 
"  in  heaven.'  '  (Appendix,  No.  5.) 

"  Again,  in  his  city  of  God.  His  coming  (as,  it  is  said,) 
"  shall  be  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power,  and 
44  signs,  and  lying  wonders ;  and  in  all  deceivableness  of 
44  unrighteousness  among  them  that  perish.  For  then 
44  shall  Satan  be  let  loose,  and  he  shall  work  by  this  Anti- 
44  christ,  unto  all  men's  admiration,  and  yet  in  falsehood. 
44  Now,  here  is  a  doubt,  whether  they  be  called  lying  won- 
44  ders,  because  he  doth  but  delude  the  eyes  in  these  mira- 
44  cles,  and  doth  not  what  he  seemeih  to  do  ;  or  because, 
44  that  although  they  be  real  actions,  yet  the  end  of  them 
44  all  is,  to  draw1  ignorant  men  into  this  false  conceit,  that 
44  such  things  could  not  he  done  but  by  a  divine  power; 
44  being  ignorant  of  the  power  of  the  devil,  particularly 
44  when  he  shall  have  received  such  a  power  as  he  never 
44  had.  For,  when  the  fire  fell  from  beaten,  and  des- 
44  troyed  with  one  blow,  the  large  family,  and  the  large 
44  flocks  of  holy  Job  ;  and  when  the  whirlwind  rustling 
44  in  and  destroying  his  house,  slew  his  children, they  were 
44  not  deceptive  appearance,  whilst  they  were  at  the  same 
"  time  the  works  of  Satan,  to  whom  God  had  given  this 
44  power.  On  what  account  these  are  called  lying  wou- 
44  ders  and  signs,  will,  at  a  future  time,  more  clearly  ap- 
'4  pear;  but  in  whatever  sense  it  is  said,  they  who  shall 
*>  be  seduced  by  these  signs  and  wonders,  are  persons  who 
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»*  $hall  deserve  to  be  seduced  ;  for  this  reason,  saith  he, 
"  because  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that 
"  they  might  be  saved.  Nor  does  I  he  Apostle  hesitate  to 
"  add,  and  say,  therefore  God  shall  send  them  the  work- 
"  ing  of  error  that  they  shall  believe  a  lie."  (Appen.No.6.) 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  that  ancient  father.  We 
shall  also  give  the  sentiments  of  some  of  the  most  esteemed 
authors  of  the  Romish  Church, 

Calmet,  one  of  the  ablest  of  her  authors,  says,  «'  mira- 
"  eles  and  prodigies  are  not  always  sure  signs  of  the 
*'  sanctity  of  those  who  perform  them,  nor  proofs  of  the 
"  truth  of  the  doctrines  which  they  deliver,  nor  certain 
"  testimonies  of  their  divine  mission.  The  Son  of  God  not 
•*  only  allows  us,  but  commands  us  to  examine  miracles 
"  and  those  who  perform  them ;  and  Mat,  xxiv.  23,  24. 
"  It  may  therefore  be  affirmed,  that  the  proof  of  miracles 
"  is  riot  always  certain.  To  the  mission  of  him  who 
"  works  miracles,  must  be  joined  the  truth  of  the  doctrine 
"  which  he  advances."  (Calmefs  Dictionary,  Art. 
Miracles.) 

Estius  writes  thus,  "  The  Fathers,  and  historians  do 
"  every  where  witness,  that  true  miracles  may  be  done 
44  without  the  Church,  by  false  prophets,  hereticks  and 
"  schismatics;"  and  he  quotes  among  other  witnesses, 
Hilary,  and  Austin,  and  Gregory  the  Great,  and  says, 
"  Wonderful  works  may  be  done  by  heretics  and  devils, 
"  in  confirmation  of  false  doctrine  ;"  and  adds,  "'  but 
"  against  this  deceit  Christ  hath  forewarned  his  faithful 
"  ones,  saying,  «  Do  not  go  forth,  do  not  believe/  It  is 
"  to  be  noted  that  he  doth  not  say,  Examine  diligently 
"  whether  they  be  true  miracles,  for  the  principal  confir- 
"  mation  of  the  faithful  ought  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the 
"  Church  of  old,  confirmed  by  Christ  and  his  Apostles, 
"  by  undoubted  miracles."  (Estius  in  Sentent.  lib.  2. 
ch.  1.  sects.  18,  Id.} 
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Andradius,  a  great  defender  of  the  faith  of  the  Council 
of  Trent,  says,  "  St.  Augustine  oontendeth,  that  sure  and 
<*  certain  tokens  of  the  Church  are  to  be  sought  out  of  the 
"  sacred  Scriptures, because  they  are  free  from  all  suspicion 
"  of  falsehood  ;  but  miracles  may  be  done  by  the  help  of 
"the  devil."  (Def.fid.libf2.p.'&J.}  Vid,Appen,No,7. 

And  we  can  also  call  as  a  witness  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question,  the  practise  of  the  Church  of  Rome  herself. 
We  can  ask  her,  why  she  did  not  acknowledge  {he  doc* 
trines  of  the  Janseniste,    an   account   of  the  miracles 
which    they  alledged  in    confirmation  of  their  faith  ? 
Ignorant  Roman   Catholics  are  constantly  amused,  and 
deluded  with  the  idea  of  the  unity  of  their  Church,   as  if 
there  never  had  been  any  controversy  in  it,  or  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion ;   but  those   who  know  any  thing  of 
history,  are  well  acquainted  with  the  great  controversy, 
which  subsisted  for  a  long  time  between  the  Jesuits  and 
Janseuists,    which  made  a  noUe,  not  only  throughout 
France,  but  throughout  all  Christendom.     The  Jansen-* 
ists  were  men  of  deep  piety,  great  sanctity  of  life,  and 
many  of  them  of  the  highest  na'uraj  endowments.    They 
related  some  miracles  which  they  asserted  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  convent  of  Port  Royal,  Many  men,  amongst 
whom  was  the  famous  Paschal,  gave  them  credit,  espe* 
cially  for  the  cure   of  Made.  Perrier.     Physicians  gave 
unequivocal  testimony  o/  their  believing  it ;  the  account  of 
it  was  published  with  the  approbation  of  the  Vicars  Ge- 
neral of  Paris,  who  governed  the  Diocese  in  the  absence 
of  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,     But  when  the  Jansenists,  on 
this  ground,  claimed  an  approbation  of  their  sentiments, 
the  Jesuits  and   the  Court   replied,   that  the  Jansenists 
were  heretics.      The  Janaenists  answered,   "  God  does 
miracles  for  the  Jansenists,  whose  good  cause  they  stand 
forward  to  support,  and  it  is  the  Jesuits  that  are  here- 
tics."    The  governing  party  of  the  Church  could   not 
successfully   combat  the  fact  of  those  miracles,   which 
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\vore  as  well  authenticated, as  any  that  were  ever  all  edged 
by  their  Church ;  but  they  --rere  not  on  that  account 
prevented  from  getting  <he  whole  party  condemned  at 
Rome,  and  never  thought  themselves  bound  to  embrace 
the  opinions  of  their  adversaries,  however,  they,  for  their 
part  might  have  thought  them  proved  by  their  miracles. 
And  so  even  upon  their  own  principles,  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  should  rather  expect,  that  the  assu- 
rance which  we  derive  from  Scripture,  that  they  are  in 
the  wrong,  should  make  us  doubt  the  miracles,  rather 
than  that  the  belief  of  the  miracles  should  lead  us,  in 
opposition  to  Scripture,  to  think  them  right. 

They  might  as  well  expect  us  to  say  to  them,  and  we 
should  say  the  truth,  no  miracle  you  could  adduce,  could 
make  us  think  you  justified  in  omitting  one  of  the  Ten 
Commandments,  which  condemns  your  image  worship, 
when  they  were  all  equally  so  miraculously  spoken  by 
God's  voice,  and  written  twice  by  his  own  finger. 

Xo  miracle  could  make  us  think  you  justified  in 
denying  the  cup  to  the  people,  when  the  Lord  Jesus,  who 
died,  and  miraculously  rose  again,  and  ascended  into 
Heaven,  said,  drink  ye  all  of  this;  or  in  having; 
the  service  of  your  Church,  in  a  language  not  understood 
by  the  people,  when  St.  Paul,  so  miraculously  called  to  be 
an  Apostle,  and  who  worked  by  the  power  of  God,  so 
many  miracles,  said,  unless  ye  utter  with  the  tongue,  icordts 
easy  to  be  understood,  how  shall  it  be  known  what 
is  spoken  ?  Ye  shall  speak  unto  the  air  : — when  the 
great  miracle  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  the  gift  of 
tongues,  that  every  man  should  hear  in  his  own  tongue, 
ic/ierein  he  was  born,  the  wonderful  works  of  God. 

So  might  we  go  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Mass,  and 
the  other  antiscriptural  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  without  considering  the  nature  of  the  miracles 
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alledged,  say,  on  the  warrant  of  Scritpure,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  ancient  Church,  and  on  the  ground  oi  her  own 
practice,  your  miracles  are  no  reason  why  we  should 
believe  you,  when  you  preach  another  Gospel,  besides 
that  which  the  Apostles  preached. 

But  for  the  further  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  we  shall 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  peculiar  miracles, 
which,  with  so  much  solemn  seriousness,  are  put  forward 
to  convince  us,  unbelievers,  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  ;  for  this  has  been  officially  de- 
clared to  be  the  important  object  of  these  miracles.  Let 
us  consider,  whether  they  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be 
calculated  to  produce  this  effect. 

In  order  that  aright  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
nature  of  these  miracles,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
begin  by  remarking,  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  miracles; 
and  to  this  point  I  beg  particular  attention. 

One,  when  the  event  considered  by  itself,  is  evidently 
supernatural,  such  as  raising,  the  dead,  walking  on  the 
water,  making  whole  the  maimed,  &c.  The  other, 
when  the  event  considered  by  itself,  is  natural ;  i.  e.  may 
be  produced  by  natural  causes ;  but  is  denominated 
miraculous,  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
brought  about.  For  example,  that  a  sick  person  should 
be  restored  to  health,  is  not  supernatural ;  that  he  should 
be  restored  at  the  word  of  man,  is  so. 

These  two  kind  of  miracles  differ  materially  in  point 
of  evidence;  in  the  first,  whenever  the  fact  is  proved, 
the  miracle  is  unquestionable.  In  the  second,  the  fact 
may  be  proved,  and  yet  the  miracle  may  fairly  be  ques- 
tioned. 

It  therefore  merits  attention,  that  the  miracles  related 
to- us  on.  the  present  occasion,  are  not  of  the  first  class  of 
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high  evidence  ;  but  of  the  latter  class  of  lower  evidence. 
There  is  nothing-  supernatural  in  the  event  of  sick 
persons  being  restored  to  health  ;  and  the  whole  question 
is,  whether  there  was  any  thing  miraculous  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  effected. 

There  is  a  case  of  a  person  reported  by  the  Jansenist 
writers  to  have  been  cured  at  the  tomb  of  the  Abbe  Paris, 
which  will,  at  one  view,  put  before  us  these  two  sorts 
of  miracles.  Don  Alphonso  de  Palacios,  had  entirely  lost 
the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  was  afflicted  with  an  inflam- 
mation in  the  other:  the  in  flamed  eye  was  cured,  as  was  said, 
by  his  application  to  the  tomb  ;  but  the  lost  eye  was  not 
restored.  Now  had  the  lost  eye  been  restored,  which  was 
.an  event  in  itself  beyond  human  power,  it  wrould  have  been 
undeniably  a  miracle  :  but  when  the  sore  eye  only  was 
relieved,  an  event  not  beyond  human  power,  there  re- 
mained just  ground  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  alledged 
miracle,   and  to  question   the  existence   of  miraculous 
power   in  the  supposed  agent  ;  and  no  man  could   be 
justly  deemed  a  Sceptic,  who  seeing  the  patient  returning 
from  the  supposed  seat  of  miraculous  influence,  with  thai 
only  effected  which  was  within  the  reach  of  human  power, 
and  that  left  undon#  which  required  miraculous  agency, 
.should  doubt  that  he  had  been  within  the  influence  of 
any  supernatural  power ;  so  in  like  manner,  when  with  all 
the  boast  of  miraculous  powers,   we  hear  of  no  super- 
natural event  having  been  produced,  but  only  natural 
effects  brought  about,  in  what   interested  persons  call  a 
supernatural  way,  we  ought  not  to  be  called  sceptical,  if 
we  doubt  the  fact,  that  a  miracle  has  been  performed, 
when  all  the  maimed,  the  halt,  the  blind,  all  those  who  for 
their  cure  would  evidently  require  a  supernatural  agent, 
remain  just  as  they  were  before. 
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Another  legitimate  ground  for  doubt,  is,  that  the  mi- 
racles reported  are,  what  writers  on  that  subject  call, 
TENTATIVE:   that  is,  when  out  of  many  cases  attempted, 
only  a  few  were  said  to  have  succeeded.   This  was  not  at  all 
the  case,  with  regard  to  the  miracles  of  our  Lord  :   we 
never  read  of  a  failure  ;  all  that  came  to  him  were  cured: 
great  multitudes  followed  him,  and  he  healed  them 
till.     It  was  so  with  the  Apostles,  after  our  Lord's  ascen- 
sion.     Then  came  a  multitude  out  of  the  cities  round 
about  Jerusalem,  bringing  sick  folk,  and  them  that 
icere  vexed  wifh   unclean    spirits,    and  thei/  were 
Jiealed  every  one.     But  in  the  present  case,  thousands 
have  been  the  applicants  ;  thousands  have  been  the  disap- 
pointed expectants,  and  but  two  instances  of  success 
have  been  authoritatively  announced,  and  a  third  is  said 
to  be  about  to  come  forth  to  an  expecting-  and  prepared 
people  ;   but  from  the  detection  of  some  palpable  misre- 
presentations, in  the  original  story,  it  will  most  probably 
never  appear   with  any   higher  sanction,  than  it   now 
enjoys.  *     We  have  heard  the  names  of  many  who  were 
anxiously  expecting  to  be  cured  of  their  diseases;  who 
were  by  name,  made  the  subject  of  prayer  in  many  chapels; 
who  went  through  all  the  prescribed  forms,  and  cere- 
monies,  but  returned  victims  'of   disappointment,   and 
monuments  of  the  falsity  of  the  pretensions  that  were  so 
boldly  put  forward  !  and  we  know  of  many  persons  said 
to  be  cured,  and  believed  to  be  so,  by  those  who  were  ready 

•  This  supposition  has  been  justified  by  fact.    It  was  commonly  reported 
by  Roman  Catholics,  that  the  case  of  Miss  Dowel  was  to  he  authenticated  by 
Dr.  Curtis,  Titular  Primateof  Ireland  :  but  it  seems,   it  has  been  thought 
wore  prudent,  not  to  encumber  the  church  with  another  case  like  the  former 
two.    And  indeed  it  would  appear,  as  if  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  was 
shrinking  back  from  its  bold  pretension  to  miracles;  for  after  repeated  an- 
nunciations of  wonders  to  be  performed  on  fixed  days  in  October,  the  month 
has  past  away,  without  the  statement  of  one  cure*   What  has  stopped  the 
power  of  Prince  Hohenloe  ?  Or  are  the  Roman  Catholics  opening  their  eye* 
to  the  delusion  ? 


to  believe  any  thing,  whoso  cases  turned  out  to  be  only 
gross  impositions  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  * 

Another  ground  for   doubt,   especially  in  cases  of  the 
second  class  of  miracles,  when  there  is  nothing1  superna- 
tural in  the  event  itself,  is,  the  want  of  publicity  ;  their  be- 
ing done  in  a  corner  ;  their  being  done  in  the  presence  of 
those,  aud  upon  those,  who  are  interested   in  the  cause 
which  the  miracle  is  intended  to  support.    If  miracles  are 
performed  as  a  sign  to  unbelievers,  there  is  an  absurdity 
in  having  them  performed,  only  in  the  presence,  and  under 
"the  cognizance  of  interested  persons  ;  in  having  nothing 
known  publicly  of  the  existence  or  nature  of  the  disease, 
until  the  full  arranged  account  comes  forth  ready  manu- 
factured for  the  world.   It  would  ill  become  me  to  impute 
to  any  set  of  persons  deliberate  fraud   or  deceit ;   and  I 
desire  by  no  means  to  do  so  ;   but  it  cannot  be   passed 
over  in  silence,  that  in  the   circumstances  of  the  cases 
reported,  there  is  every  facility  for  fraud,   and  many  par- 
ticulars  which  would  be  found,  if  there  really  were  fraud. 
This  detracts  materially  from  the  evidence  with  which 
they  come  before  the  public,  and  affords  ground  for  hesi- 
tation, before  they  are  admitted.     But  the  very  reverse 
of  all  this  shall  we  find  in  the  Scripture  miracles,  both  of 
the  Old  and  the  New  Testament.   The  greater  numbers  of 
them  were  supernatural  in  the  effects  produced  :  such  a* 
drying  up  the  sea;  stopping  the  course  of  the  sun  ;  raising 
the  dead ;  opening  the  eyes  of  those  born  blind  ;  curing 
the  maimed ;  casting  out  devils,  &c.    There  is  no  mention 
of  any  failure,  or  any  person  going  away  uncured.  They 
were  done   in  the  most  public  way ;  not  upon  persons 
belonging  to  the    party  and   company   of  those    who 

•  For  having  \vith  much  industry  investigated,  and  with  much  boldness 
exposed  many  oases  of  gross  imposition  which  occurred  in  his  neighbour- 
hood, the  public  arc  much  indebted  to  the  Hev.  Walter  Burgh,  Curate  of 
<  Vlbrid^e,  who*e  loiter  on  the  subject,  as  it  appeared  in  the  public 
is  we^l  worth  reading. 
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wrought  them,  but,  many  of  them,  upon  those,  and  in 
the  sight  of  those,  who  were  to  be  converted ;  not  in  con- 
vents and  corners,  but  in  public  places,  and  upon  well- 
known  objects.  And  here  we  have  a  strong  proof  of 
the  evil  of  keeping  away  the  light  of  the  Scriptures ;  no 
person,  used  to  Scripture  miracles  could  be  satisfied  with 
those  now  put  forward.  Let  them  be  but  compared  with 
those  recorded  either  in  the  Old  or  the  New  Testament, 
and  their  deficiency  must  at  once  appear.  Look  to  the 
18th  chap.  1  Kings,  where  Elijah  would  prove  the  excel- 
lence of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  turn  back  the  people 
from  the  delusion  of  Baal ;  there  you  will  see  him,  in  the 
presence  of  450  Priests,  putting  his  truth,  and  their  lie, 
openly  to  the  test  of  God  answering  him  by  fire  from 
Heaven. 

Witness  our  Lord,  John  ix.  curing  the  man  blind  from 
his  birth  ;  one,  utterly  unknown  to  him,  but  known  to  the 
neighbours,  as  one  that  had  sat  and  begged. 

Witness  our  Lord,  John  xi.  raising  Lazarus  from  the 
dead,  in  a  town  not  two  miles  from  Jerusalem,  from 
whence  many  of  the  Jews,  who  were  not  his  disciples, 
had  come  to  comfort  Martha  and  Mary, — waiting  until 
they  said,  by  tin s  time  he  stink eth,  for  he  hath  been 
dead  four  days  ;  so  that  even  his  bitterest  enemies  were 
forced  to  confess  that  he  had  indeed  raised  the  dead. 

Recollect  the  Lord  Jesus,  when  he  would  leave  a  con- 
vincing proof  of  his  own  death  and  resurrection,  giving 
himself  up  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  who  crucified 
him,  who  sealed  the  sepulchre,  and  set  a  watch,  timt 
there  might  be  no  ropm  for  suspicion  of  collusion  or 
fraud. 

Turn  to  the  third  chapter  of  the  Acls,  where  Peter  and 
John  perform  a  miracle,  not  in  an  upper  chamber  to 
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which  the  disciples  alone  had  access  ;  not  upon  the  wife  or 
the  sister  of  a  disciple,  sick  of  some  disease,  capable  of 
cure  by  ordinary  means,  but  at  the  entrance  of  the  temple, 
upon  a  man  lame  from  his  mother's  womb,  whom  they 
laid  daily  at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  called  Beautiful; 
and  when  explaining  the  cause  of  this  wonder,  they  say, 
v.  16,  the  name  of  Christ,  through  faith  in  his  name* 
hath  made  this  man  strong,  whom  ye  see  and  know; 
i/ea,  the  faith  which  is  by  him,  hath  given  him  this  |>er- 
fect  soundness  in  the  presence  of  you  all. 

The  striking  difference  between  these  Scripture  mira- 
cles and  those  brought  forward  in  the  present  day,  may 
surely  justify  those  who  withhold  their  assent,  and  save 
them  from  the  charge  of  incredulity,  when  they  see  so 
many  opens  to  deception ;  so  much  less  evidence  in  every 
way,  than  they  see  in  those  miracles  on  which  they  build 
their  faith. 

But  Roman  Catholics  themselves  must  allow  that  there 
exists  ground,  for,  at  least,  hesitation,  when  they  are 
reminded, that  by  persons  of  the  highest  authority  in  their 
Church  it  is  admitted,  that  there  have  been  continually 
put  forward  in  their  Church,  as  miracles,  what  are  in 
fact,  no  miracles.  What  I  assert,  is  not,  that  those  who 
disagree  with  the  Church  of  Rome,  have  ever  called  in 
question  their  miracles  ;  but,  that  whilst  in  the  Church  of 
Rome,  there  has  always  been  a  practice  of  putting- 
forward  miracles,  the  far  greater  number  of  them  have 
been  disbelieved  and  rejected,  by  those  of  learning  arid 
authority  in  that  Church. 

You  shall  hear  this  from  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
artful  defenders  of  that  Church,  in  modern  times,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Milner  in  his  "  End  of  Controversy,"  p.  07. 

"  I  admit/1  says  he,  "  that  a  vast  number  of  incredible 
"  and  false  miracles,  as  well  as  other  fables,  have  been 
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44  forged  by  some,  and  believed  by  other  Catholics  in  every 
"  age  of  the  Church,  including  that  of  the  Apostles.  1 
"  agree  with  you,  in  rejecting-  the  Legenda  Aurea  of 
44  Jacobus  tie  Vorajrine,  the  Speculum  of  Vineentius, 
44  the  Saints  lives  of  the  Patrician  Metaphrastes,  and  the 
"  scores  of  similar  legends,  stuffed  as  they  are,  with 
44  relations  of  miracles  of  every  description."  A  little 
further,  he  says,  '«  Your  friend's  second  objection,  which 
44  impeaches  the  diligence,  integrity,  and  discernment  of 
"  the  Cardinals,  Prelates,  and  other  Ecclesiastics  at 
44  Rome,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  proofs  of  the 
"  miracles  there  published,  shews  that  he  is  little  ac- 
"  quainted  with  the  subject  he  talks  of.  In  the  first  place, 
44  then,  a  juridical  examination  of  each  reported  miracle 
44  must  be  made,  in  the  place  where  it  is  said  to  have  hap- 
44  pened,  and  the  depositions  of  the  several  witnesses  must 
"  be  aiven  upon  oath  :  this  examination  is  generally  re- 
44  peated  two  or  three  times,  at  different  intervals.  In  the 
44  next  place,  the  examiners  at  Rome,  are  unquestionably 
"  men  of  character,  talents,  and  learning,  who  neverthe- 
<•'  less  are  not  permitted  to  pronounce  upon  any  cure  or 
44  effect  in  nature,  till  they  have  received  a  regular  report 
4'  of  physicians  and  naturalists  upon  it — so  far  from  being 
44  precipitate,  it  employs  them  whole  years  to  come  to  a 
44  decision  on  a  few  cases  respecting  each  saint :  this  is 
44  printed,  and  handed  about  among  indifferent  persons, 
44  previously  to  its  being  laid  before  the  Pope.  In  short, 
**  so  strict  is  the  examination,  that  according  to  an  Italian 
44  proverb,  4  It  is  next  to  a  miracle,  to  get  a  miracle 
44  proved  at  Rome.'  It  is  reported  by  F.  Daubeiitou, 
44  that  an  English  Protestant  gentleman,  meeting  in  that 
44  city  with  a  process  of  forty  miracles,  which  had  been 
14  laid  before  the  congregation  of  Rites,  to  which  the  ex- 
*4  animation  of  them  belonged,  was  so  well  satisfied  with 
44  the  respective  proofs  of  them,  as  to  express  a  wish, 
4i  that  Rome  would  never  allow  of  any  miracles,  but  such 
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-  were  as  strongly  proved  as  these  appeared  to  be, 
<;  when,  to  his  great  surprize,  he  was  informed  that  every 
"  one  of  them  had  been  rejected  at  Rome,  as  not  suf- 
"  ficiently  proved." 

So  that  you  see,  my  Brethren,  it  is  not  only  no  heresy 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Romish  Church,  to 
disbelieve  these  miracles,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  violates 
both  her  discipline  and  her  practice,  for  her  members  to 
assert  them  to  be  miracles,  when  they  have  not  been 
submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  See  of  Rome  ;  and  it 
is  not  at  ail  improbable  that,  considering  that  in  one 
at  least  of  the  two  cases,  the  attending  Physicians 
consider  that  nothing  wonderful  has  occurred,  these 
much  talked  of  signs,  a£  the  very  mention  of  which,  it  has 
jbeen  expected  that  Proitjstantvs  should  give  up  their 
Bibles,  and  renounce  their  faith,  may  share  the  fate  of 
the  forty  miracles  of  which  Dr.  Milner  has  favoured  us 
with  an  account.  And  then,  I  would  asjc  you,  what  will 
become  of  the  faith  of  those  who  build  on  so  sandy  a 
foundation  ?  Do  we  in  Scrip'we  ever  read  of  any 
such  tribunal  to  judge  of  miracles  ?  Were  any  there 
spoken  of  ever  brought  to  such  $  bar  ?  No,  they  coin- 
Mcndyd  themselves  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God.  The  very  enemies  were  forced  to  say, 
for  thai  a  notable  MJracle  hath  been  done  by  them  is 
manifest  to  all  them  that  dwell  at  Je.ru&al&H,  and  we 
deny  it. 


But  does  not  the  existence  of  such  a  tribunal  prove. 
that  a  flood  of  false  miracles  deluges  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  ?  It  is  not  Protestants  that  say  that  the  Church 
of  Rome  i.s  remarkable  in  the  Christian  world  for  false 
miracles.  Her  own  Congregation  of  Rites,  gives  her  this 
tiishonorable  distinction  above  all  other  Churches  ; 
which  brings  me  to  the  last  observation  that  I  shall 
uiake.  The  Church  of  Rome  has  fastened  upon  how!*' 
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one  of  the  marks,  which  Scripture  affixes  to  the  fals« 
Church  of  the  latter  days;  which  marks,  she  cannot 
Jn  any  way  ascribe  to  the  Protestant  Church.  Ignorant 
Roman  Catholics  go  about  the  world,  boasting  that 
theirs  is  the  only  church  which  can  make  any  pretence 
to  working-  miracles ;  even  by  the  judgment  to  which 
they  implicitly  bow,  many  of  them  are  false  miracles, 
lying  wonders.  Protestants,  on  the  other  hand,  being 
instructed  in  the  Scriptures,  are  grateful  that  they  have 
rever  been  led  to  pretend  to  miracles,  because  the  Man  of 
''Sin,  of  whom  St.  Paul  speaks?.  Thes.  2.  9.  is  represented 
as  coming  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power 
and  signs  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  deceiva* 
blencss  of  unrighteousness  in  them  that  perish  ;  be* 
cause  they  received  not  the  truth,  that  they  mighf.be 
saved.  And  for  this  cause  shall  God  send  them 
strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie, 

Therefore,  since  we  have  read  this  prophecy,  we 
are  not  surprised  at  that  which  Dr.  Milner  asserts, 
«  that  incredible  and  false  miracles,  as  well  as  other 
fables,  have  been  forged  by  some  and  believed  by  other 
Catholics ;"  but  we  assert  it  to  be  the  most  fatal  mark 
of  all  others,  which  belongs  to  that  corrupt  Church, 
that  some  should  forge  these  lying  wonders,  and  that 
others,  not  having  a  love  of  the  truth,  should  have  a 
strong  a  delusion  to  believe  the  lie  ;  and  I  must  say  that 
whilst  I  always  looked  on  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  a 
corrupt  and  fallen  Church,  I  never  saw  her  in  so  awful 
a  point  of  view,  as  since  she  has  forced  herself  upon 
our  consideration  as  supporting  her  errors  and  cor- 
ruptions by  an  untenable  pretension  to  miracles. 

I  would  now,  in  conclusion, 'briefly  sum  up  the 
3ft3tit3  th«t  I  have  brought  forward  on  this  subject 
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We  have  no  reason  to  expect  miracle*  in  a  true 
Church,  to  confirm  to  her  members  Doctrines,  which, 
if  trues  are  sufficiently  e/tablished  by  the  word  of  God, 
and  rest  upon  the  many  great  miracles  whicli  attest 
its  truth. 

We  are  not  to  listen  to  Mirades,  let  them  have  ever 
such  an  appearance  of  reality,  if  they  support  doc- 
trines contrary  to  the  written  word  of  God. 

If  miracles  are  to  prove  any  truth  to  unbelievers,  (hey 
should  n6t  be  doubtful  in  their  nature,  they  should  be  done 
publicly,  in  the  face  of  those  whom  they  are  intended 
to  convince  ;  but  the  miracles  now  allt'dged,  are  insuffi- 
cient for  that  purpose,  because  they  want  those  characters 
which  we  find  belong1,  and  give  credibility  to  the  Scrip- 
ture miracles.     And  when  they  are  deficient  in  evidence 
in  themselves,  we  have  the  less  ground   to  believe  them* 
from  considering,  that  they  are  put  forward  by  a  church 
in  which  there  have  been  often  miracles  forged,  and  falso 
ones  believed,  which  being  the  great  sign  of  St.  Paul's  man 
of  sin,  and  of  the  beast  in  the  Revelations,  we  are  the  more 
led  to  conclude  against  the  church  of  Rome  ;  we  see  in 
it,  the  greater  resemblance   to  that  great  apostacy  from 
Scripture  truth,  which  is  spoken  of,  as  preceding  the  latter 
times,  which  shall  be  consumed  by  the  breath  of  Christ'1  $ 
mouth,    and   destroyed    by    the    brightness  of    AJ.V 
coming* 

My  Brethren,  I  should  wish  to  put  you  all  upon  your 
guard  : — You  shall  assuredly  see  greater  signs  than  these, 
which  shall  have  more  the  appearance  of  real  and  great 
miracles.  There  shall,  said  our  Saviour  himself,  arisff 
false  Christs  and  false  prophets  IF  ho  shall  shew  great 
signs  and  wonders,  (much  greater,  no  doubt,  than  these 
now  spoken  of,)  insomuch,  (hat  if  it  were  possible. 
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they  shall  deceive  even  the  very  elect.  Behold 
told  you  before.  Therefore,  as  he  says  in  another 
place,  believe  them  not;  go  not  after  them  ;  in  patience 
possess  ye  your  souls. 

Believe  me,  you  have  for  these  times,  especial  need  to 
be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  the  power  of  his  might;  to 
put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able 
to  stand  against  the  idles  of  the  devil.  It  is  not  mere 
nominal  Christianity  that  will  avail  you  in  times  of  trial, 
such  as  may  very  possibly  be  coming  upon  the  world. 
Nothing  will  suffice,  but  an  experimental  acquaintance 
with  Christ,  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  which  makes  him, 
and  his  salvation,  appear,  as  the  pearl  of  great  price,  for 
which  it  would  be  worth  while  to  part  with  every  thing, 
that  you  may  obtain  and  keep  it.  Stand  therefore,  I 
would  entreat  you,  having  your  loins  girt  about 
rrith  truth,  and  having  on  the  breastplate  of  righ- 
teousness, and  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  Gospel  of  Peace;  above  all,  taking  the  shield  of 
faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one. 

To  my  Roman  Catholic  Brethren,  I  would  address  a 
few  word?,  with  all  earnest  zeal  for  their  soul's  good. 
Be  not  so  easily  induced  to  give  up  those  Scriptures, 
which  God  hath  given  by  inspiration,  to  be  a  lamp  to 
your  feet,  and  a  light  to  your  paths.  All  flesh  is 
grass  ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  endurethfor  ever. 
Hear  out  of  that  word,  the  awful  fate  of  those  who  work 
false  miracles :  Many  will  say  in  that  day,  Lord,  have 
we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  done 
many  wonderful  works,  and  then  I  will  prof  ess  unto 
them,  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  me,  ye  that 
work  iniquity.  And,  again,  Rev.  xix.  20 — And  the 
beast  was  taken,  and  with  him  the  false  prophet  that 
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wrought  miracles  before  /////?,  -with  which  htj 
them  that  had  the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  them  that 
worshipped  his  image.  These  both  were  cast  alive 
into  a  lake  of  fire,  burning  with  brimstone.  I  do  not 
wish,  my  Brethren,  to  assert  on  this  occasion,  that  these 
words  describe  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  :  but  this  you 
must  admit,  that  the  marks  answer  her;  whilst  they 
cannot  at  all  apply  to  the  Protestant  Church,  for  she  has 
no  such  mark.  I  desire  only  to  put  the  subject  before 
you,  as  being  worthy  of  deep  consideration,  and  earnest 
enquiry.  And  if  you  would  enquire,  let  me  ask  you  of 
whom  would  you  enquire  ?  Should  it  be  of  your  Church  ? 
When  any  person  is  accused  of  a  crime,  would  you  think 
that  very  person  the  fittest  evidence  as  to  his  own  inno- 
cence or  guilt?  No,  my  Brethren*  you  have  heard  this 
day,  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony.'"  Appeal,  I 
would  entreat  you,  on  this  momentous  subject,  from  man 
to  God  ;  from  him  who  may  err,  to  him  who  knoweth 
all  things.  Search  his  Scriptures  —  pray  to  him  for  di- 
rection and  guidance  :  Thus  prove  all  things^  and  hold 

fast  that  which  is  good. 

* 

And  may  the  Lord  send  to  us  all  a  more  earnest 
anxiety  after  the  things  that  belong  to  our  everlasting 
peace  ;  and  a  more  sincere  and  simple  desire  after  truth  : 
and  may  he  pour  into  all  our  hearts  a  spirit  of  love  —  a 
spirit  of  mutual  forbearance* 


APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 

Augustine  Sermo  88,  de  vet-bis — "  Domine  miserere  np&fri  fill 
Dacid"     Matt.  xx.     Vol.  v,  p.  470. 

Ilaec  ergo  fecit  Dominus  ut  invitarot  ad  fid  em.  Hsec  fides  nunc 
fervet  in  Ecclesia  toto  orbe  difTusst.  Et  nunc  in aj ores  sanitates 
operator  propter  quas  non  est  dedignatus  tune  exhibere  illas  minores. 
Sicut  enim  animus  melior  est  corpore  sic  et  mcliorsalus  animi  quam 
salus  corporis ;  modo  caro  coeca  non  aperit  oculos  miraculo  Domini 
&  cor  caecum  aperit  oculos  Sermoni  Domini.  Mod 6  nou  resurgit 
mortale  cad  aver,  resurgit  anima  quse  mortua  jacebatin  vivo  cadavere: 
modo  aures  corporis  surdas  non  aperiuntur,  sed  quam  multi  habent 
aures  clausas  cordis  quce  tamen  vcrbo  Dei  penetrante  patescunt,  ut 
civdant  qni  non  credebant,  &  bene  vivant  qui  male  vivebant,  &  obe- 
diant  qui  non  obediobarit,  &  dicimus  ille  credidit;  ac  niiraniur  cum 
audhmis  de  liis  quos  aliquando  duros  noveramus, — Tota  igitur  opera 
uoslra,  Fratres,  in  hac  vita  est  sanare  oculum  cordis  uride  videatur 
DIMIS;  Ad  hoc  sacrosancta  mysteria  celebrantur,  ad  hoc  Sermo  Dei 
proedicatur. 

No.  IL 

Chrysostom  de  Sancta  Pentecosti  HomiL  L     Vol.  2,  p.  463. 

•mas  »v    tvixtv   Qvn,  mptta,  a  ymreci   vvv ;   ivrccvdoe.  pot 
<Kr^oo-t^Ti.  -sra^ot,  sr«AA6»  ya.^  a,y,xa  TUTO  xai  <rvn%e<fs 
oiotrl  Tort  yXwinroug  gA<«Ayv  TTXYTIS  01  'io«;rT<^«2yo<  vv» 

XV   %XPIV     (TVV&<7-T*^1)  KOil   Ct\V\fa   i\  CK.V^6>lSrUV    V   ^«g'5   CCVTti    Vt/Vj 

cts  TV  3-gy,   e&XXa  xxt  y^o^ce,  Tip,avro$.      wag ;    lya 

01    OtV$ga7T6t    ClV-llVTO   TOTE,  TUV 
TSl%VTtj>OC:  KCit  #>/S4/5-0»)T&Ts£fl6  O.VTMV  JJ      IdtVOloe,   lTt   tjV)    KOt,l  TTPOS   Tt* 

Kcvinx,    ZTTTOWTC,    x.att    &x.i%riVSTav,    x.xi    likflt*   u,vroi<;    vcitta 
tvvoia.  oufiuv  eta-a/aoiTAiv  >jv,   adz  swirctv  TI  wort  irrt  vcqrii  %xgis  x-ott  irtc-Tit 
^xptsvY))   dice.  TXTO  trqpiict  lyivno.  fuv  yctg  •fcot^to-fAaT^av  TUV  TTVUI- 

TIC    fJiil     OtWQ&TCt,    t<7Ti      Xctl     Tfi^T'ii      X.OtTOi'hoi.^OtViTOH    {A6Vtl»    T»  Ol 

svdiDcvvTatt  a-qfttiov  ZT^QS  Tqv  TUV  XTTiFTav  7rhr>t>o$>0(>iotv. — 

i<ya  piv  vv  vw  ^zisnv  ax  I^M  o-vptiav  TWOS  MXW  ;   OTI  x»t  xu 
^OO-MI;    TriFTi'juv   [ttftotSqxcc,  TU  diyzroTy.  o   yoc^    otTriTTwv    tvi%v% 
f/ftf  Ol  TTiFTtvav  a  Oiofioii  Wlftvfpt  y^£  FVf&ltv.  a:AA«  x-ett  uvj  A«Ajj<rw 

c'dat,  «T<   SXClPctgqV  £X  TUV  etftaC(>TtMV.  IXMVOt  t)t  TOTS  £X    tTTlFTSVOV  it  [4 

erquuov.  Qiu,   TXTQ   CCVTOIS   t^t^oTO    tj-'^'itec,    aa-TClQ    ivs%V(>ov    T»J?    7Tt<rTta$  fl? 

V,     UO'Ti 

Trio-Tot.  XTU  xot,i     xvho$     q<rt     Tot 
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No.  III. 
Chrysoslom  in  F^t.  Cor.  Horn.  /"'Y.     Vol.  x.  page  45.  e. 


u>i  rayyy  TO         yivu.i  vuv  tr»i4«£<<»,  TSx./u.ygioy    ftix  ru  p*  •yiyivrxi   TOTI. 
t     •/«*£    oi    TITZ     y£*fls"f^6fi>;  ly;y§TO)  ^l 

c  i   vox    o/ 


No.  I\7. 

).  #/  6o/ow.  Cr/;>.  HI.  Horn.  VHL     Vol.  xi,  page  387. 


x«f»     *«  T*  |tc))  £iir;  yvy  01 

Oi«      T»,     T£VJ     8     ASy&'.    3<^    T< 


v  c« 
<*AA      trots     ttvxi     TT 


No.  V. 

AUGUSTIX. 

f  diversix  qiKrstionibufi  octoginta  trihus  —  p.  71,  vol.  vi. 

Quod  an  torn  dicit  pscudoprophetas  multa  sigua  &  prodigia  fac- 
turos  ita  ut  Pallant  ctiam,  si  fieri  potest,  electos  ;  admonet  utique  ut 
intelligarnus  quaedam  miracula  etiain  sceloratos  homines  facere,  qualia 
sancti  facere  nou  possunt  :  nee  taraen  ideo  potioris  loci  apud  Deum 
esso  jirbitrandi  sunt;  non  enim  acceptiores  erant  Deo,  quam  populus 
Israel,  magi  JEgyptiorum,  quia  non  poterat  ille  populus  facere  quod 
illi  facicbant  -  propterea  Dominus  proliibet  hinc  gaudere  Discipu- 
los  cum  ait  "  nolito  in  hoc  gaudere  quoniarn  spiritus  vobis  subjiciun- 
tur  ;  scd  in  hoc  gaudcte,  quoniam  notnina  vestra  scripta  sunt  in 
c  eel  is. 

No.  VI. 

AUGUSTIX, 

De  Clcitatc  Dei.  Liber  xx,  page  598,  vol.  vii. 

"  Praesentia  quippe  ejus  erit,  sicut  dictum   cst,  secundum  opera- 

tioncm  Satanae,  in  omni  virtute  et  signis  &  prodigiis  mendacii  et  in 
omni  soduclione  iniquitat'is  his  qui  pereunt."  Tune  enim  solvitur 
S,  umas  &  per  ilium  Antichristuru  ia  omui  sua  virtute.  mirabiliter 


quidem  sed  mendaciter  operabilur ;  quae  solet  ambigi  utrum  propterea 
dicta  suit  signa  et  prodigia  meridacii ;  quoniam  mortales  scnsus  per 
phantasmata  decepturus  est,  ut  qnod  non  iacit  facere  vidcatur;  an 
«juia  ilia  ipsa,  etiamsi  erunt  vcra  prodigia,  ad  mendaciura  perlrahent 
credituros,  non  eapotuisse  nisi  diyinitus  fieri,  virtutcm  diaboli  nescien- 
tes  ;  maxim e  quando  tantani,  quantum  nunquam  habuit,  acccpcrit 
jjotcstatem :  non  cnira  quando  de  caelo  ignis  ceciditet  tantam  familiuin 
cum  tantis  gregibns  pecorum  sancti  Job  uno  impetu  absumsit,  «»t 
turbo  irruens  <fe  domum  dejiciens  iilios  ejus  occidit,  phantasmata 
i'uerunt,  quse  tamen  operaSatanae  fuerunt,  cui Deus  dederit  hanc  poto, 
tatem.  Propter  quid  horum  ergo  dicta  sint  jtrodigia  &  signa  meiuiacii, 
tune  potius  apparebit.  JSed  propter  quodlibet  horum  dictum  sit, 
seduecritur  cis  .signis  atque  prodigiis  qui  seduci  merebuntur  "  j>ro  oo 
quod  dilectionom  veritatis  (inquit)  non  rccepcrunt  ut  salvi  fie  rent" 
pec  dubitavit  Apostolus  addere  et  dicere  Ci  Idep  mittet  illis  pens 
operationem  erroiis  ut  cre^ant  mendacip." 

No.  VII. 

The  following  quotation  from  ike  celebrated  Massillon  s/tews 
plainly  t/te  sentiments  of  thai  great  ornament  of  the  French 
Church  .•— > 

JVemierernent,  ils  re.cevoient  avec  lui  lo  don  dcs  langues  & 
«Tes  Miracles.  Helas!  mes  cheres  Enfans,  Nous  ne  nous  atten- 
dons  pas,  qu'il  opere  en  vous  ces  prodiges :  ces  dons  exterieuis 
sont  devenus  inutiles  a  1'Eglisse;  &laioin>a  plus  besoin  d-e  ces  grands 
temoignnges.  Mais  a  quoi  nous  avons  droit  de  nous  attendre?  c'ost 
*me  1' Esprit  de  Dieu,  que  vous  allez  recevoir,  vous  fasse  parlor  lo 
Jangnge  de  Dieu.  Par  la,  vous  parlerex  une  langue  nouvelle  & 
inconnue  aux  en  fans  du  siecle  :  vous  montrerez  que  FEsprit-saint 
}iabitc  en  vous:  qu'il  parle  en  vous  <K:  quo  si  vous  n'avez  pas  reru  le 
don  des  langues,  vous  en  avez  recu  un  plus  exellent,  qui  est  lo  don 
d(.;  fa  ire  un  saint  usage  de  la  votrc.  [Instruction  sur  la  Continuation 
vol.  ii,  p.  287.] 
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